
 

2015 

Mark of Distinction Entry 

 

 

 

 



e199801648
Pencil





GSPRA’s Support for the SPARK! Campaign 

In the summer of 2014, GSPRA entered into a formal partnership with the Georgia Vision 
Project (GVP) to support the SPARK! Campaign, an advocacy campaign to celebrate public 
education in Georgia and to change the perception of our schools by changing the conversation 
about our schools. The Georgia Vision Project is a joint venture of the Georgia School Boards 
Association (GSBA) and the Georgia School Superintendents Association (GSSA), formed in 2009 
to create a comprehensive and coherent vision for public education in the state of Georgia.  

GSPRA has committed time, talent, and resources to support the work of the SPARK! Campaign 
by providing a "toolkit" with ideas, examples, and inspiration from around the state, including 
logos, videos, a monthly idea generator for celebrating education, web resources, and 
examples. The digital SPARK! Campaign Toolkit is housed on the GSPRA website for use by 
districts around the state, many of which do not have a PR professional on staff. The toolkit 
includes a mix of statewide promotional pieces (video, print, etc.), promotional planning tools, 
and inspiring examples from our members. 

The toolkit includes the following main elements: 

 The SPARK! logo… Multiple formats, suggestions for use. 

 Videos… Videos with positive messages about education, branded with the SPARK! logo, 
and for use statewide.  

 How to Tell Our Story… A month-by-month idea generator for celebrating education in our 
communities. (included) 

 Collection of Related Web Resources… Links to related materials from state and national 
organizations, as both resources and inspiration. 

 Examples of Success Stories… Stories and videos that tell the success stories in our districts. 
Submitted by GSPRA members, these materials can be used as 
inspiration as you look for success stories in your own district.  

These sections will be refreshed as additional resources are 
identified and as GSPRA members provide additional examples. In 
the future, the Toolkit will be expanded to include other tools and 
examples to support the campaign. Possible items include fact 
sheets, brochures, sample letters to the editor, sample guest 
editorial and columns, sample blog post, sample superintendent’s 
message, sample principal’s message, key messages and talking 
points for leaders and key communicators, social media 
conversation starters, sample radio and television public service announcements 
(PSAs), sample PowerPoint, and sample SPARK! posters. 

Districts are welcome to review the contents of the Toolkit for inspiration. GSPRA members are 
encouraged to submit materials (videos, stories, print materials, newspaper articles that were 
pitched, etc.) that illustrate how our schools and districts celebrate public education success 
stories.  

http://www.visionforpubliced.org/
http://www.visionforpubliced.org/
http://www.gsba.com/
http://www.gsba.com/
http://www.ciclt.net/sn/clt/gssa/default.aspx?ClientCode=gssa
http://gspra.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=299
http://gspra.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=303
http://gspra.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=302
http://gspra.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=304
http://gspra.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=305
http://gspra.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=306


Audience, Role, and Focus 

The SPARK! Campaign is designed to highlight academic success stories through public service 

announcements, billboards, and media coverage. SPARK! aims to stir a students’ devotion for 

learning, to inspire enthusiasm in teachers and to elicit a commitment from parents, business 

leaders and community members who may not know the best ways to stay active in a child’s 

education. SPARK! facilitates these partnerships with the goal of showcasing the strengths of 

the Georgia public school systems.  

This public education advocacy program is targeted to the general public, particularly families 
and community members, as well as educators and education leaders, business and civic 
leaders, and lawmakers and other public decision-makers.  

GSPRA’s role is to support the advocacy campaign with development and dissemination of new 
and existing promotional materials and to provide advice and counsel on outreach efforts.  

 GSPRA will design and maintain an online toolkit to support the campaign with ideas, 
examples, and inspiration. 

 GSPRA will provide guidance and counsel regarding statewide PSAs and other materials 
developed for statewide use. 

 GSPRA will serve in an advisory capacity to the statewide Georgia Vision Project. 
 GSPRA will be an active partner in outreach efforts to form additional partnerships. 

GSPRA’s collaboration with the Georgia Vision Project promotes advocacy for public education 
in our state, and supports the development of beneficial relationships among organizations that 
advocate for our schools. The overall focus of the campaign is to build support and trust for our 
schools, focusing on the success of our students, staff, and schools. This focus dovetails 
perfectly with the NSPRA mission.   

 

Activities and Timeline 

Planning: 

GSPRA developed a communications plan for the SPARK! Campaign in the fall, previewing the 
plan with Dr. Stan DeJarnett, GVP executive director, in September, and revisiting the plan 
(included) in March for updates and additions. Based on the meeting in spring, additional 
materials (alternate logo, posters) are in development (samples included). GSPRA has 
committed to ongoing support for the campaign. 

 

Toolkit:  
In support of the campaign, GSPRA members have submitted more than 75 items to the Toolkit 
to date. Additional items will be added on an ongoing basis, both examples submitted by GSPRA 
members and materials produced by GSPRA specifically in support of the campaign (videos, 
posters, etc.). 



 

Presentations: 

Tim Hensley, APR, GSPRA’s liaison to the GVP Advisory Board, along with GSPRA President 
Laura Nurse, APR, and Past President Sloan Roach made a presentation (included) to 
superintendents and school board members at the winter conference of the Georgia School 
Boards Association (GSBA) and the Georgia School Superintendents Association (GSSA) on Dec. 
4. In addition, Laura presented on the Toolkit to the GVP Advisory Board meeting in December. 
Tim will represent GSPRA and present an update on the Toolkit at the summer GSBA/GSSA 
Conference in June. 

 

Partnerships: 

GSPRA’s SPARK! Campaign committee is chaired by Tim Hensley, APR, GSPRA’s liaison to the 
GVP Advisory Board. Tim and GSPRA President Laura Nurse, APR, represent GSPRA on the GVP 
Advisory Board. 

Dr. DeJarnett has been a presenter at the GSPRA conference in both 2013 and 2014. In addition 
to providing materials and expertise, GSPRA made a financial contribution of $250 to support 
the promotional campaign. 

In January, Laura met with Dr. DeJarnett, GSBA’s Justin Pauley (a GSPRA member), and 
representatives from Positive Athlete Georgia about a collaboration involving SPARK! Positive 
Athlete is the state affiliate of a growing national group that promotes positive school climate 
and culture. Positive Athlete has since entered into a formal partnership with GVP. 

Since GSPRA became a partner with GVP in promoting the SPARK! Campaign, the list of partners 
has grown to 41 associations, agencies, and organizations, and more partners are joining all the 
time.  

 

Other: 

Campaign PSAs have run on GPB-TV (PBS), with 30-second videos featuring Georgia’s Teachers 
of the Year have run on both the standard GPB network and the GPB Creates network.  And, 15-
second audio PSAs about the Georgia Vision Project have run on GPB’s radio network.  The TV 
PSAs also are running on two local network TV stations, reaching more than 813,000 Georgia 
citizens monthly. The PSAs were developed by GVP in partnership with an outside agency, and 
financial and creative support of partner organizations, including GSPRA. 

SPARK! Campaign USB drives were provided to participants at the GSSA Spring Bootstrap 
Conference. The drives contain all relevant SPARK! public service announcement videos, 
Rewrite the Story (provided by a GSPRA member district), Talking Points about the positives 
happening in Georgia’s public schools, and other messaging tools local school systems can 
adapt to fit their local needs. 

http://www.gsba.com/
http://www.gsba.com/
http://www.ciclt.net/sn/clt/gssa/default.aspx?ClientCode=gssa
http://georgia.positiveathlete.org/
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The Georgia Vision Project Partner Agreement 
 
The Georgia Vision Project (GVP) initiative, and the Georgia School Public Relations Association 
(GSPRA) agree to work in a collaborative partnership to promote the work of The Georgia Vision Project 
for the transformational change and support of public education in Georgia.  
 
The goals of The Georgia Vision Project are to 1) maximize student success in every public school 
system and 2) elevate the level of trust and support for those public school systems in every Georgia 
community. In partnership, both parties agree to the following: 
  

 The Georgia Vision Project’s Role 
o To convene and collaborate with Georgia education stakeholders to keep the work of the 

GVP relevant and forward thinking. 
o To promote a culture of innovation, creativity, and high performance in public education in 

Georgia. 
o To promote the value of public education in Georgia. 
o To communicate with GSPRA the work of and the resources available through the GVP. 
o To recognize GSPRA as a Partner, at the appropriate level, on the GVP website, in 

marketing and other communications, and at presentations, conferences and meetings. 
o Authorize GSPRA to use the GVP and “Spark!” logos in their own marketing and publicity 

as appropriate.  
 

 GSPRA’s Role 
o To publicly support the work of the GVP 
o To work collaboratively with GVP to communicate a clear, coherent, and compelling 

message about the importance of a world-class public education system to the future of 
Georgia. 

o Authorizes GVP the use of GSPRA’s name and logo in marketing and promoting the 
work of the GVP. 
 

 Additional Partnership Opportunities 
GSPRA is encouraged to consider the following opportunities to further support and promote the 
work of the GVP: 

 
1. Financial Support  

Make tax deductible contributions in support of the “Spark!” campaign.   

 
Annual Recognition levels: 

 Diamond Level Sponsorship: $50,000 and above    
 Platinum Level Sponsorship: $25,000 - $49,999 
 Gold Level Sponsorship: $10,000 - $24,999 
 Silver Level Sponsorship: $5,000 - $9,999 
 Spark! Premier Donor: $1,000 – $4,999 
 Spark! Donor: $1 - $999 

Contributions to the Georgia Vision Project are made to the Georgia School 
Boards Association, fiscal agent for the Georgia Vision Project. 
 
 

2. Conference/Event Programing  
GSPRA includes the GVP and the “Spark!” campaign in their conference/event programming.  
This is defined as one or both of the following: 

 GSPRA conference/event themes are linked to the Georgia Vision Project and/or 
“Spark!” Campaign. 

 GSPRA provides a representative of the GVP with a presentation opportunity at 
conferences scheduled during the year covered by this agreement. 



 
3. Advertising and Promotion  

 
 GSPRA provides space for GVP and “Spark!” campaign in its newsletters, 

magazines and/or other regular communication media. GVP will abide by space 
and subject guidelines established in a written agreement.   

 GSPRA includes a link to the Georgia Vision Project website on its homepage. 
 

Term 
This agreement shall begin on the date of execution and continue through the next June 30

th
.  The 

agreement shall automatically renew for additional one-year terms beginning each July 1
st
 and ending 

June 30
th
 of the following year. 

 
 
Termination 
Either party may terminate this agreement, with or without cause, upon providing 60 days written notice to 
the other party. 
 
Accepted by: 
The Georgia Vision Project 
on behalf of fiscal agent GSBA 

The Georgia School Public Relations 
Association (GSPRA) 
 

 
 
___________________________ 
By 

 
 
___________________________ 
By 

 
 
___________________________ 
Printed Name 

 
 
___________________________ 
Printed Name 

 
 
___________________________ 
Title 

 
 
___________________________ 
Title 

 
___________________________ 
Date 

 
___________________________ 
Date 

 



Communications 

Planning for GSPRA’s 

Support of  

SPARK! Campaign 
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SPARK! Campaign 

Toolkit Materials 
 Promotional Handout 

 Talking Points 

 How to Tell Our Story Promotional 

Calendar 
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Sparking Support for 

Georgia’s Public Schools 

Using GSPRA’s SPARK! Campaign Toolkit  

to Promote Public Education in Georgia 

The Georgia School Public Relations Association (GSPRA) is partnering with the Georgia Vision Project to support the 

SPARK! campaign, an advocacy campaign to celebrate public education in Georgia and to change the perception of our 

schools by changing the conversation about our schools. GSPRA— the professional organization for the state’s school PR 

practitioners— is the “voice” for public education in Georgia. GSPRA has committed the time, talent, and resources of its 

90+ members to support the work of the SPARK! Campaign.  

With this campaign, we will focus on the successes of our graduates, the inspired 

work of our teachers, and the support of our communities for their schools. We 

will do that through real data and stories about how public schools all over 

our state are stepping up to the challenge of preparing our students for 

college, career and life.  

To support the campaign, GSPRA has developed a SPARK! Campaign Toolkit which will be maintained on the GSPRA 

website. The Toolkit is filled with ideas, examples, and inspiration from around the state. http://gspra.org/SPARKtoolkit 

 

In the toolkit, you will find a number of elements, including the following: 

► The SPARK! logo… Multiple formats, suggestions for use. 

► Videos… Videos with positive messages about education, 

branded with the SPARK! logo, and for use statewide.  

► How to Tell Our Story… A month-by-month idea  

generator for celebrating education in our communities. 

► Collection of Related Web Resources… Links to  

related materials from state and national organizations. 

► Examples of Success Stories… Stories and videos that tell  

the success stories in our districts. Submitted by GSPRA members,  

these materials can be used as inspiration as you look for success  

stories in your own district. 

 

If you have a suggestion for something that is needed or if you would like to submit an item for the 

Toolkit, let us know! Send your suggestion or submission to sparktoolkit@gmail.com. 

 

Tim Hensley, APR, Floyd County Schools, hensley@floydboe.net, 706-234-1031 

Laura Nurse, APR, Gwinnett County Public Schools, laura_nurse@gwinnett.k12.ga.us, 678-301-6018 

Sloan Roach, Gwinnett County Public Schools, sloan_roach@gwinnett.k12.ga.us, 678-301-6020 

http://www.visionforpubliced.org/
http://gspra.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=299
http://gspra.org/SPARKtoolkit
http://gspra.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=303
http://gspra.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=302
http://gspra.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=304
http://gspra.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=305
http://gspra.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=306
mailto:sparktoolkit@gmail.com
mailto:hensley@floydboe.net
mailto:laura_nurse@gwinnett.k12.ga.us
mailto:laura_nurse@gwinnett.k12.ga.us


 

 

GREAT TEACHERS + STRONG LEADERS + INNOVATION = SUCCESS! 

Did You Know? 

More than 1.7 million (92%) of Georgia’s school age children attend one of our state’s 2,200+ public schools.  

These young people are our state’s future workforce - our future entrepreneurs, artists, scientists, lawyers, 

researchers, teachers and civic leaders. 

On Achievement: 

1. The latest U.S. high school graduation rate of 81% is the highest in the history of public education in this country 

and it’s up 8 percentage points from just six years ago. We are on track to reach 90% by 2020.  Georgia is making 

strides, with an average graduation rate of 72.5%, up 5.1 percentage points from just three years ago. 

2. Our state’s flagship research universities boast that their entrance standards increase every year for entering 

freshmen. Did you know that more than 80% of the in-state freshmen enrolled at the University of Georgia 

graduated from a Georgia public high school? 

3. In Georgia, 1 in 4 public high school juniors and seniors took at least one Advanced Placement (AP®) Exam in 

2014, up from 1 in 10 a decade ago. Our more rigorous standards have given more students access to college-

level coursework all over Georgia. As a result, Georgia public school students are earning college credit and 

advanced placement in college classes in record numbers.  

On Teachers: 

1. More than 112,000 teachers serve in Georgia public schools.  

2. 2 in 3 (67%) hold an advanced degree in their field.  

3. Across Georgia, school systems are enhancing their staffs with teachers who have completed alternative 

preparation programs. These teachers come from distinguished careers in other areas – business, technology, 

military service, medicine – and bring a wealth of experiences to our classrooms. 

On Leaders: 

1. Strong, stable leadership in our public schools have led to improved student performance and elevated 

community trust and support. This leadership has resulted in national recognition such as Gwinnett’s 2014 

Broad Prize and the Clarke’s 2015 National Superintendent of the Year. 

2. Strong board/superintendent partnerships have distributed leadership to local school governance teams, 

improving parent and community engagement. Fulton County, Decatur City and Marietta City Schools are three 

metro Atlanta systems that have promoted local school governance through the Charter System model.  

3. Georgia school systems grow future school and system leaders through strong professional development and 

leadership programs, for example, Gwinnett’s Quality Plus Leadership Program. 

  



On Innovation: 

1. Public schools all over Georgia are innovating. We teach courses such as computer programming and Mandarin 

Chinese, and have robotics labs in schools all over the state. Not just high schools - we have those same 

innovative programs at all levels – primary, elementary and middle schools.  

2. Currently, 337 charter schools are currently operating in Georgia, including community start-ups as well as 

public schools that have voluntarily opted for charter school and/or charter system status.  

3. More than 21,600 students are enrolled in the Georgia Virtual School, an online learning community. This 

number increases every year. 

4. Georgia is one of only 20 states nationwide that have adopted graduation requirements consistent with the 

American Diploma Project’s definition of college and career ready, and one of a handful of states in the country 

that requires four years of both math and science for graduation from our public schools. 

BOTTOM LINE:    

Public schools are an essential cornerstone of every community. Our schools are as necessary to the well-being of our 

communities as utilities, public safety and healthcare. Strong public schools make strong communities, and strong 

community support makes successful schools. 
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SPARK! Toolkit Materials 

in Development 
 Logo Redesign Options 

 Posters (using draft logo) 
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Logo Redesign (Ongoing) 
 
At a planning session for GVP/SPARK in March, we talked about logos and branding for the initiative. Right now, SPARK 
and GVP have competing logos that do not tie SPARK to GVP.  

       
 
 
 
For the work that GVP has asked GSPRA to do (template design to use for ads, posters, billboards, etc.), a replacement 
logo has been developed for SPARK that brings it all together. 
 
For campaign promotional pieces, we would use the tagline of Teachers + Leaders + Innovation = Success (or a variation 
for Music Teachers, Science Teachers, etc., for partners).  
 
The GSPRA SPARK! Committee recommends that GVP use its new logo (above) on the GVP website and for GVP-
specific work. The new SPARK logo would be used for the promotional campaign. It includes reference back to GVP in 
the logo itself. 
 
 
SUGGESTED  LOGO OPTIONS 
 
Below are two versions in two formats. The first is the format for use on a white background, and the second is for use on 
a color background. 
 

VERSION 1: Keeps the triangular "ray" 
element from SPARK and the font, maroon 
and gray colors, and "book" element from 
GVP. 
 

 

VERSION 2: Keeps the triangular "ray" 
element from SPARK and the font and 
colors from GVP. It replaces the "book" 
element with a similar element representing 
a spark. 
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Related SPARK! 

Campaign Links 
 Georgia Vision Project 

 GVP Partners 

 About the SPARK! Campaign 

 Overview of SPARK! Campaign Toolkit 
 SPARK! Logos 

 SPARK! Videos 

 How to Tell Our Story 

 Web Resources 

 Success Stories (examples) 

 SPARK! Campaign on GVP website 

 GVP on NSPRA’s “All In for Public 
Education” web page 

 GVP featured in NSPRA This Week 
newsletter 

 Rewrite the Story Video 
 

GSPRA 2015 Mark of Distinction Entry 

http://gspra.org/Page/308
http://gspra.org/Page/299
http://gspra.org/Page/303
http://gspra.org/Page/302
http://gspra.org/Page/304
http://gspra.org/Page/305
http://gspra.org/Page/306


Related Links 

 

 About the SPARK! Campaign: http://gspra.org/domain/92  

 Overview of SPARK! Campaign Toolkit: http://gspra.org/Page/299 
 The SPARK! logo… Multiple formats, suggestions for use. 
 Videos… Videos with positive messages about education, branded with the 

SPARK! logo, and for use statewide.  
 How to Tell Our Story… A month-by-month idea generator for celebrating 

education in our communities. 
 Collection of Related Web Resources… Links to related materials from state 

and national organizations, as both resources and inspiration. 
 Examples of Success Stories… Stories and videos that tell the success stories 

in our districts. Submitted by GSPRA members, these materials can be used 
as inspiration as you look for success stories in your own district.  

 Mailbox for Toolkit submission: sparktoolkit@gmail.com 

 SPARK! Campaign on Georgia Vision Project website: 
http://gavisionproject.org/?page_id=2219  

 Georgia Vision Project on NSPRA’s “All In for Public Education” web page: 

http://www.nspra.org/all-in/advocacy-campaigns 

 Georgia Vision Project featured in NSPRA This Week newsletter: 
http://www.nspra.org/files/newsletter/nspra_this_week/NTW-2014-09-
02.html  

 Rewrite the Story Video: 
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1525654889001?bckey=AQ~~
,AAAA5-IfZlE~,YsAbjfjEZqnm81AvVrwWijaa-_W0afev&bctid=3849427152001 
 

 

http://gspra.org/Page/308
http://gspra.org/domain/92
http://gspra.org/Page/299
http://gspra.org/Page/299
http://gspra.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=303
http://gspra.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=302
http://gspra.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=304
http://gspra.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=305
http://gspra.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=306
mailto:sparktoolkit@gmail.com
http://gavisionproject.org/?page_id=2219
http://www.nspra.org/all-in/advocacy-campaigns
http://www.nspra.org/files/newsletter/nspra_this_week/NTW-2014-09-02.html
http://www.nspra.org/files/newsletter/nspra_this_week/NTW-2014-09-02.html
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1525654889001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAA5-IfZlE~,YsAbjfjEZqnm81AvVrwWijaa-_W0afev&bctid=3849427152001
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1525654889001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAA5-IfZlE~,YsAbjfjEZqnm81AvVrwWijaa-_W0afev&bctid=3849427152001
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